Middletown Commission on the Arts

Minutes, July 22, 2015

Present Also Present Absent

Cassandra Day (chair) Stephan Allison, Staff Fran Gansuli

Jenny Hawkins Lecce(v.c) Joyce Kirkpatrick

Franca Biales (sec.) Charlotte McCoid

Jay Hoggard left 8:04 Jackie Pawlak (Student rep)
Barbara Arafeh

Sara MacSorley

Julia Faraci

Lee Godburn

Sebastian Giuliano arr. 7:21
Robert Santangelo
Anthony Moran (Student rep)

Call to order

Cassandra Day, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm in Municipal Building, room 208.

Public Session — No members of the public present

Minutes

a) June 29, 2015 - Motion to approve by Commissioner Lecce seconded by Commissioner Godourn.
Motion passed with two abstentions. Councilman Giuliano and Commissioner Godourn abstained.

Approval of Agenda - Motion to approve by Commissioner Godburn seconded by Commissioner

MacSorley. Passed unanimously.

Remarks from the Chair —Chair Day thanked the commissioners for allowing her to serve as chair for the

past two years and thanked them for their support.

Old Business:

a) Budget Report- Sent electronically to commissioners.

) Program Update

I. Arts Stakeholders Group- No report.

ii. Summer Sounds — Going well. This is the third week.

iii. Kids Arts- Going well. Will be presenting final show on July 29t for the Big Reveal and July 31st for
the Circus. Both events will be held at Spencer School. Commissioners were invited to attend both
finales.

iv. Fireworks Festival- July 3r9- Were spectacular and received many compliments.

c) Semi-annual report to Mayor/Common Council — Commissioner Lecce filled in for Chair Day at the
Common Council meeting. Her report was well received.

d) Use of Facebook for Promotion- Commissioner MacSorley spoke about the proposal she wrote in
support of using Facebook as another avenue to promote the activities in Arts2g0. Expectation would
be that the MCA commissioners would serve as administrators. She and Coordinator Allison will work
to see how it can work for the MCA within city regulations.

Committee Reports:

a) Endowment Research Committee — ongoing

b) Executive Committee- Reported on the work done to move the city Poet Laureate materials forward.
Using the work already done by Commissioner Godburn and the Poet Laureate sub-committee, the
executive committee created a Call for Poet Laureate nominations and a description of the
considerations of the Poet Laureate position. The goal is to have the nominations in September and
hopefully appoint a city Poet Laureate in October.
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Motion by Councilman Giuliano to approve the recommendations of the executive committee
including the application, description and Call for Poet Laureate and to have the Executive Committee
send all materials to Stephan to present them to the Mayor for final approval. Seconded by
Commissioner Godburn. Passed unanimously.

c) Nominating Committee-

i. Review of Bylaws — Bylaws have been reviewed and will be discussed at the September meeting
ii. Conflict of interest review /recommendations tabled until next meeting.
d) Planning and Projects Committee
i. Kids Arts expansion considerations- Will be getting a report from Kids Arts at the end of this term.
ii. Open Air Market- August 30th- Commissioners will sign up to set up and work during the day.
Supplies are on order.

e) Public Art Committee — Commissioners MacSorley and Lecce met with Clare Rogan to discuss the role
that Wesleyan students can play in helping to curate the City Art Collection. Clare Rogan will be
attending future meetings on the topic.

New Business

a) Election of Officers- Slate: Chair- Jenny Hawkins Lecce

Vice Chair- Franca Biales
Secretary- Julia Faraci

Chair Day called for nominations from the floor. There were none.

Motion to close nominations by Councilman Giuliano seconded by Commissioner Godburn. Passed

unanimously.

Motion by Commissioner Biales, seconded by Councilman Giuliano to accept the slate as proposed by

Commissioner Arafeh. Passed unanimously.

Congratulations to the new officers.

Motion by Commissioner Godburn seconded by Commissioner Biales to cancel the MCA August 26, 2015

meeting. Discussion. Passed unanimously.

Motion by Commissioner Godburn seconded by Councilman Giuliano to have the executive committee

continue the efforts to put in place a city Poet Laureate. Passed unanimously.

Miscellaneous

a) Grant Report(s)- none

b) Announcements — Concora’s Summer Festival concert will be Saturday, July 25, 2015. Bethany
Covenant Church, 785 Mill Street, Berlin Connecticut. Tickets are available at http://concora.org/ or at the
door.

¢) The Middletuners have had a successful performance at the Senior/Community Center. The Sing-a-longs
are also well received

d) Commissioner Arafeh spoke about the possibility of hosting a group of 20 students and 3 instructors
from China who are looking to travel to Middletown and perform here.

e) Movie Night at the Senior/Community Center on July 24, 2015. Spiderman will be shown and
Vecchitto’s Italian Ice will be providing free ltalian ice.

f) Art for Haiti- Curated by Pierre Sylvain at Art Space in Hartford will run until the end of the month.

g) Art Walk- August 6, 2015 at Green Street will host exhibit of work by Hannah Vecchitto and Matt Low.

h) Movie night at Foss Hill. Will show Frozen on August 1, 2015.

Adjournment

Adjournment at 8:25 pm. Chair Day passed gavel to Chair-Elect Lecce.

The MCA will next meet for its regular monthly meeting on Wednesday, September 23, 2015 in

room 208, Municipal Building, 7:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Franca Biales, Secretary



